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%2 NEWS RELEASE

MARY BETH BUCHANAN
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA
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United Stateg Attornay Mary Beth Buchanan announced
today, August 7, 2003, that on Rugust &, 2003, two residente of
Northridge, california, and a corporation based in North Hollywood,
California, were indicted by a federal grand jury in Pittsburgh on
charges of violating federal obascenity laws.

The ten-count indictment named Extreme Associates, Inc.,
of 11133 Vanowen, Suite D, Worth Hollywood, California, Robert
Zicari, a/k/a Rob Black, age 22, and Janet Romang, afk/a Lizzie
Borden, age 26, both of 12065 Eddleaton Drive, Northridge,
California.

According to tha indictment, Zicari and Romano, through
Extrema Asscciatea, Inc., distributed obscene films entitled
"Forced Entry - Directors Cut," "Cocktails 2 - Directors Cut,” and
"Extreme Teen $#24" to the Western District of Pennsylvania. The
indictment alleges that each film was mailed to ap addresza in
Western Pennsylvania. Extreme Assoclates, Inc. alse distributed
obacena videotapes and DVDs to wholesale distributors throughout
the United States, including to a distributor in the Western
District of Pennsylvania. Tha defendants are also charged with

Eransmitting six cbscens wvideo clips over the internet through
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their web Rite, www. extremoaggociates,.com, The gix video clipa are
entitled twvaleriejospic,"” "jewel, " "pZ Summer Breeze, "
"dp gangbang_7_gen X," "miacum," and "analasspirationsl."” They

range in length from 37 seconds to two minutes, 54 seconds.

In 1973, the United States Supreme Court stated in Miller
v, California that materialas are cbacene if they satisfy a three
part test:

{1} The average person, applying contemporary
community standards, finds that the material.
taken as a whole, appeals to the prurjent
interagt; and

{2} The average persgon, applying contemporary
commnity standarda, finds that the materizl
depicte sexual conduct in a patently offensive
manner; and

{3} A reascnable person, viewing the material aa a
whole, finds that the material Jlacks gerjous

ti t
value.

The indictmant alleges that the charged materials are
obscene under the Millerx test, and that the distribution of these
materials is illegal.

A search warrant issved in April 2003 for the busineas
pramiges of Extreme Associates, Inc. has been unsealed by a federal
court in Loa Angeles. The affidavit describes in detcail the sexual
activity shown in Forced Entry and the other two charged films,
According to thoepe documents, Extreme Asscciatesa, Inc. was the
subject of a Frontline documantary on PBS television which aired

nationwide on February 7, 2002. That program showed (non-sexually



ALG-27-2083 11:83 s ATTORMEY'S OFC-PGH 412 844 2725 P.ead5

explicit) portions of the filming of the wvideo, "Ferced Entry,"
which depicks the brutal rapes and murdera of several women.

Ms. Buchanan stated that "The lack of enforcement of
federal obscenity lawa during the 1990s haa led to a proliferation
of cbacenity throughout the United States, such as the violent and
degrading material charged in this case. Diatributors of cbhscenity
may be prosacuted under federal law in any district in the country
where their products are sold."

United States Attorney Buchanan, Assistant Uniced Scates
hrtrorney Stephen R. Kaufman, and Damon A, King, a trial attorney
with the Child BExploitation and Obscenity Section of the United
States Department of Justice, who presented the case to the grand
jury, indicated that tha law providea that Zicarli and Romano face
a maximum total sentence of £ifty (50) years in prison, a fine of
52,500,000, or both. BExtreme Azgociates, Inc. faces a maximum
total pentence of a term of probation of fifty (50) years and a
fine of 55,000,000. Under the Faderal Sentencing Guidelines, the
actual sentence imposed would be based upon the sericusness of the
offenses and the prior criminal history, if any, of thes defendant.

The United States is alsc seeking forfeiture of the
obsceane films charged in the indictment, all groass profits from the
distribution of the filma, and all property uaed to facilitate the
charged obscenity crimes, including the internect domain name,
"extremsassocciates.com.

Today's indictment marks an important atep in the
Department of Justice's gtrategy for attacking the prolifaration of

adult obecenity. In the coming monthe, several more significant
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prosecutions are expected against major purveyors and producers of
adult obscenity.

The United States Postal Inspection Service and the
Pornography Unit of the Loa Angeles Police Department's Organized
Crime and Vice Division conducted che investigation leading to the
indictment in thia case.

An indictment is only a charge and is not evidence of
guilt. A defandant is presumed innocent and is entitled to a fair
trial at which the government must prove guilt bevond a reascnable

doubt.
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